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Our mission is to provide up-to-date information about the ever-changing conditions in produce. Our 

Weekly produce newsletter uses many sources and markets to track price, availability & quality.

.
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MOTHER NATURE’S DECISIONS


Asparagus is holding steady on very good supplies. Broccoli is stable on slow demand and good quality. Overall, carrot supplies are good but cool temps have slowed production of jumbo sizes. Cucumber prices are steady on very good eastern supplies and a bit lighter western supplies. Iceberg is steady & romaine is lower this week but minor quality issues continue. Leaf lettuce demand is slower and supplies are better so prices have dropped. The squash market has dropped again with improving supplies thanks to warm weather. There are so many tomatoes right now that we expect FL to stop / slow picking and selling at a loss so that the Mexican supply will be the primary source at an eventually higher price. Green peppers are holding stable on good supplies.


Avocados are holding steady on less demand but also reduced harvesting. CA and FL have rain slowing their strawberries & the Valentines Day demand is creating a shortage but prices aren’t affected too much. Raspberries & blueberries are heading higher. Lemons & oranges are fairly steady with good quality but limes are up some on rain slowed production. Chile is producing enough grapes to keep prices stable on good size and quality grapes. You would think that you can only go so high with honeydew prices but they continue to inch higher on very tight supplies. Loupes are lower & watermelons are holding steady this week.





Did you know that “listen” and “silent” use the same letters?





PRODUCE EXCHANGE TRENDS


This section of the Newsletter is designed to give a quick overview of the trends of individual items. “Mother Nature’s Decisions” gives more info on the market and “Pics Worth a Look” will give approximate up or down % for the week.


Tomatoes – Globes are steady this week and plums are also. Cherry/grapes are steady.


Potatoes – Prices are steady with freight continuing to double the price of potatoes coming east.


Lettuces – iceberg demand is off so decent supplies equal decent pricing. Leaf has dropped a lot this week. Quality continues to be the question because of the weather. Romaine is lower this week.


Cauliflower – Prices took more of a jump higher again this week.


Broccoli – Prices are steady.


Grapes – red and green are fairly steady.    


Strawberries – Prices are up some this week.


Melons – Loupes are lower & dews are up a bit.  


Lemons – prices are steady to down a bit.


Squash – Green & yellow are lower again this week.


Peppers – are steady this week. 


Onions – Prices will remain steady this week.  


Celery – Prices are lower w/ best deals on smaller sizes. 


Apples – smaller sizes are still more expensive than the larger sizes. Prices are steady this week.


Cucumbers – prices are steady this week.
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Huanglongbing


Also known as citrus vein phloem degeneration, citrus greening disease, yellow shoot disease, leaf mottle yellow, libukin, citrus dieback, yellow dragon disease or HBL is causing alarm and a quarantine in the Rio Grande Valley in Texas. The disease is carried by the Asian Citrus psyllid and is probably the worst citrus disease caused by a vectored pathogen. The disease has no cure currently and has caused entire orchards to die. Testing is underway for the effects of penicillin G sodium and other chemicals on infected plants. They have previously worked on periwinkle but never before on citrus. For now fruit will continue to be shipped from this area but must be carefully inspected to be sure it is free of leaves and debris that could harbor the psyllid.       
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PICS WORTH A LOOK FOR THE WEEK - Each  = 8 –12% change





WATCH OUT-CAREFULLY CONSIDER





GOOD VALUES 
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